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Background

The rapidly evolving business environment has created unprecedented opportunities for
innovation, entrepreneurship and startup-led growth. Recognising the need to expose
students and aspiring entrepreneurs to contemporary business practices, emerging
opportunities and real-world entrepreneurial experiences, the Jagran Incubation &
Entrepreneurship Cell (JIEC), organised the Business Leadership & Entrepreneurial Conclave
2026 — “From Vision to Venture.”

The Conclave was conceptualised as a platform to bridge the gap between academic
learning and entrepreneurial practice by bringing together startup founders, entrepreneurs,
industry leaders, academicians, investors, alumni, family business professionals and aspiring
innovators.

The event also provided a platform for young innovators to present their business ideas,
receive expert feedback, explore mentorship and funding opportunities and develop
meaningful industry and entrepreneurial networks.

Objective of the Conclave

The major objectives of the Conclave were:

e To promote a culture of entrepreneurship, innovation and business leadership
among students and young professionals.

e To provide aspiring entrepreneurs with a platform to present and validate their
business ideas.

e To facilitate interaction between students and successful entrepreneurs, startup
founders and industry experts.

e To provide practical insights into startup development, business planning, funding,
scaling and sustainability.

e To create opportunities for mentorship, networking and industry collaboration.

e To promote awareness regarding family business, sustainable entrepreneurship and
emerging business opportunities.

e To strengthen the entrepreneurial ecosystem of the institution through meaningful
engagement with external stakeholders.




Major Highlights

The Conclave featured a diverse range of activities and learning opportunities, including:

Jagranpreneurs 2026 — Startup ldea Pitching Competition

Participation of 32 teams from various colleges, institutes and startups.

e Guest lectures and expert sessions on entrepreneurship

e Startup Masterclass Session

e Industry Panel Discussion on Entrepreneurship

¢ Launch of the Family Business & Sustainable Entrepreneurship Programme
¢ Interaction with renowned entrepreneurs and startup professionals.

e Opportunities for mentorship, networking and industry engagement.

e Recognition and certificates for participants.

Family Business & Sustainable Entrepreneurship Programme

The Conclave marked the launch of the Family Business & Sustainable Entrepreneurship
Programme, reflecting JIEC's commitment towards promoting entrepreneurship beyond
conventional startup models.

The programme aims to create awareness regarding:
e Professionalisation of family businesses
e Succession planning
¢ Innovation in family enterprises
e Sustainable business practices
e Governance and strategic management
e Inter-generational entrepreneurship
e Long-term business growth

The initiative seeks to equip students and young family-business members with
contemporary knowledge and entrepreneurial capabilities necessary for sustainable
business growth.

Guest Lectures and Panel Discussion on Entrepreneurship

The Conclave was enriched by the presence and contributions of our Guest Speakers- Mr.
Akshay Shrivastav, CEO- LCB Fertilizers Pvt. Ltd., Josh Talks & TEDx Speaker and Ms.
AkankshaSingh, Founder&ChiefMarketing OfficerofKriviDigital, who shared their professional
experiences and provided practical insights into entrepreneurship.




An interactive Panel Discussion on Entrepreneurship was organised as an important
component of the Conclave, comprising of - Mr. Alok Pandey, FounderDirector—i techGroup,
Ms.SudhaSelvaraj, CEOISBA-IndianSTEP'sandBusinessincubators  Association and Mr.
MohammedSaalim, Founder&CEO,Sense Original. The Panel was Moderated by Mr. Pawan
Omer, HOD, MBA Department. The discussion brought together experienced professionals
and entrepreneurial experts to deliberate upon contemporary opportunities and challenges
in the startup ecosystem.

The panel addressed themes such as:Opportunities for young entrepreneurs, From idea to
execution, Building sustainable ventures, Access to mentorship and funding, Innovation and
competitiveness, Entrepreneurial leadership, Emerging trends in the startup ecosystem.

The interactive format allowed participants to gain diverse perspectives and engage with
experts on practical entrepreneurial issues.

Jagranpreneurs 2026 — Startup Idea Pitching Competition

Jagranpreneurs 2026, the JIM’s flagship startup idea pitching competition organised as part
of the Conclave.

The competition provided aspiring entrepreneurs with an opportunity to present their
innovative business ideas before an expert audience and receive valuable feedback.

The competition focused on helping participants understand and improve critical aspects of
venture development, including:ldea validation, Business model, Market opportunity,
Feasibility and viability, Financial projections, Pitch development, Funding potential,
Compliance requirements, Scalability and sustainability

Participants were encouraged to transform their ideas into structured and commercially
viable business propositions.

The startup pitching competition witnessed enthusiastic participation from 32 teams
representing various educational institutions, colleges, institutes and emerging startups.The
participation reflected a diverse entrepreneurial ecosystem comprising students, young
entrepreneurs and aspiring startup founders.

Participants came from institutions including:CSJMU, PSIT, DAMS, Ambedkar Institute, Allen
house, AXIS, GNIOT Noida and Various emerging startups and entrepreneurial ventures. The
participation from institutions across different academic and professional backgrounds
added significant diversity and competitiveness to the event.

Key Takeaways / Outcomes

The Conclave resulted in several meaningful learning and engagement outcomes:

e Participants gained practical understanding of startup development and
entrepreneurship.

e Young entrepreneurs received opportunities for idea validation and expert feedback.




Students interacted directly with experienced entrepreneurs and industry
professionals.

Participants developed greater awareness of funding, mentorship and networking
opportunities.

The startup pitching competition encouraged participants to articulate their ideas in
a structured manner.

The masterclass enhanced participants' understanding of business idea refinement
and pitching.

The panel discussion provided multiple perspectives on contemporary
entrepreneurial challenges.

The event encouraged inter-institutional collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Participants were exposed to the importance of sustainable and responsible
entrepreneurship.

Event Impact

The Business Leadership & Entrepreneurial Conclave 2026 served as an important platform
for strengthening the entrepreneurial orientation of Jagran Institute of Management.

The participation of 32 teams from multiple institutions and startups demonstrated the
growing interest among students and young entrepreneurs in entrepreneurship and
innovation.

The Conclave also enhanced institutional engagement with the external entrepreneurial
ecosystem by bringing together educational institutions, entrepreneurs, startups, industry
professionals and aspiring innovators.

The event is expected to contribute towards:

Strengthening JIEC's entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Encouraging more students to pursue entrepreneurial initiatives.
Creating opportunities for startup mentorship and incubation.
Developing institutional and industry linkages.

Promoting sustainable entrepreneurship.

Encouraging inter-institutional collaboration.

Building a stronger culture of innovation and enterprise at JIM.




NEWSPAPER COVERAGE

News coverage by I-NEXT Newspaper
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